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THE ORIENTAL BRIDE’S DRESS. 


The Divine Institution of Marriage, which was implied 
in the last creative act (Gen. ii. 18, 21 22,) of Almighty 
power and goodness, and was also honored by the first mi- 
racle (John ii, 1—11,) of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, is so often mentioned in the word of God, with re- 
ference to the modes of dress, or to the peculiar cere- 
monies which attend it among Eastern nations. that draw- 
ings and descriptions of some of these dress and ceremon- 


ies, taken from acknowledged authorities, can hardly fail 


W-HAVEN, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24. 1827. 


ee . —— 
——————— a 


ee 


— 
a) F 


ee 
| to elucidate many interesting 
passages of scripture, which ap- 
pear to be obscure, merely for 
want of such an elucidation. 

In this representation of the 
full dress of an oriental lady, the 
head dress consists of a cap set 
with pearls in various forms, the 
centre hanging a littl over the 
forehead, On the top of this 
cap are a number of jeweled 
sprigs, imitating in the color of 
gems, the natural flowers they 
are designed to represent. The 
stems are supposed to be made 
of gold and silver, and the leaves 
of colored foil. From the top 
of the cap a string of pearls pas- 
ses down over the cheeks uncer- 
neath the chin; the neck is also 
surrounded with a collar of pre- 
cious stones, beneath which are 
three rows of pearls. A golden 
chain descending from the neek, 
suspends in the front of the 
Waist two ornaments, contain- 
ing various gems, which appear 
| as if they were intended to rep- 
| rese nt girdle clasps from their 
| position. ‘The fingers are dec- 
| orated with rings containing pre- 
cious stones 3 and the wristbands 
of the vest, and the vest itself, 

is well as the veil, which oecu- 
pies one hand, are tastefully em- 
broidered with various flowers, 








| The neatly plaited locks of hair, 


'which in our excellent transla- 


bible. 
Solomon 


Solomon’s 
com- 
pares to purple, seem very un- 
likely, unless the hair by id he en 
dyed for the occasion, to give 
rise to that idea: it is therelore 
suggested that the fo part 
of the verse, including the word 
- purple,” micht he rendered, 
“ Thy head dress is of » diffuse 


tion of the 
Song, vii. 
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spreading appearance, like the 
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vegetation and flowers on Mount Carmel : thy 
tresses are like a compact texture woven in 
the city of Arech” The latter, however, is 
mere conjecture, as is another opinion, that 
the tresses of the bride were ornamented with 
ribbands and jewelry of a purple color.— 
Probably also the comparing the head of 
the bride to Carmel, means simply that her 
head rose above her shoulders with as muc 
grace and majesty as Mount Carmel does a- 
bove the surrounding country where it is pla- 
ced. The remaining part of the bride’s dress, 
and other particulars, will be described in fu- 
ture numbers, 


VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY. 
CIRCULAR, 


Zo Ministers of the Gospel, and professing 
Christians of every denomination in the State 
of Vermont, and to all other citizens who feel 
an interestin the Bible cause, and in the pub- 
lic welfare. 

Brethren and Friends, 

Though the Vermont Bible Society has noi 
yet been able to ascertain, correctly, what nam 
ber of families still remain destitute of the Bible 
it this State, enough has been done to put it be- 
yond all doubts, that this number very far exceeds 
what was apprehended before any inquiry was 
made. There is reason to believe that, at the 
present moment, in this flourishing, enlightened, 
and Christian commonwealth, there are not less 
than about 4,000 families, which do not possess a 
whole Bible, and not less than from 1.200 to 1,500 
families, which have no part of the Bibie in their 
houses. The evidence of these appalling facts, 
which has alreav'y been elicited, has produce a 
deep conviction in the minds of the members of 
the Vermont Bible Society, that something effec 
tual should be done to supply this alarming de- 
ficiency, which surely should have no place in a 
Christian community. Accordingly, confidently 
relying onthe friencly aid of ail their auxilianes, 
of thei fellow Christians of every denomination, 
and of their fellow-citizens generally, the Society, 
at their late annual meeting, adopted the follow- 
ing resolutions, viz. 

1. “That immediate measures be taken by 
this Society, to ascertain the number of families 
in Vermont, now destitute of the Bible, and that 
the same shall be, by this Society and its auxilia- 
ries, supplied as soon as may be, within two 
yeurs. 

2. “That the Directors be requested to ap- 
point ageuts in the several Counties, for the pur- 
pose of carrying the foregoing resolution into ef 
fect. And, 

3. “That the Secretary be requested to issue 
a Circular, addressed to the several religious So- 
cieties in the State, requesting a contribution on 
the first Sabbath in January next, to aid the So- 
ciety in respect to the objects ofthe foregoing 
resolutions, by supplying the destitute in their 
own towns.” 

in pursuance of the last of these resolutions, 
and on behalf of the Vermont Bible Society, it is 
hereby earnestly requested, that Ministers of 
the Gospel of every denomination, and others 





who lead in religious meetings, where there are 
no ministers, will have the goodness, severally, 
to call the attention of their respective congrega- 
tions to this object by publicly reading this com- 
munication, from some religious or other new spa- 
per, and offer such other remarks as may seem to 
them suitable, on some Sabbath not long previous 
\o the first Sabbath in January, and that the mem- 
bers of their congregations respectively will, on 
that day, make such contributions as the case 
may require, towards supplying the deficiency of 
Bibles iv their own towns, ia aid of the benevolent 
design of the Society. If, however, in any case, 
another time not far from it should seem more 
convenient than the time here designated, or some 
other way for raising the requisite funds, should be 
deemed more eligible than a publi coutribution, 
it will doubtless be desirable that such more con- 
venient time, or more eligible way, should be 
substituted, 

It is also requested, that whatever may be collec- 
ted he immediately committed to the care of the 
Agents of the Society who may be appointed in the 
several towns, to be by them forwarded to the 
County Agents, and by them transmitted, without 
delay, to the Treasurer of the Society, who will, 
as soon as mav be, return the full amount in Bi- 
bles, at cost to be distributed by the proper Agents, 
either by sale at cost, or under, or gratiuvtously, 
as circunstances may require, unless (as it is hop- 
ed may be the case in some instances,) the amount 
shall exceed what is necessary to supply the de- 
ficiency in the town; in which case, it will be 
understood, that the residue, after supplying such 
deficiency, is to be devoted to the general object 
of the Society ; and where it shall be fonnd ne- 
cessary, nrore Bibles will be furnished, at the 
same time, if the funds of the Society will per- 
mit; and, if not, as soon afterwards as may be 
found practicable. 

The object of this Society, for which the pro- 
posed contribution is requested, is one which must 
surely commend itself to the conscience and to 
the heart. not only of every Christian, but of every 
good citizen. It is hoped, therefore, that in re- 
spect to their object, “the liberal ” will “ devise 
liberal things,” nothing doubting but that “he 
who soweth bountifully shall reap also bounii- 
fully. 

In behalf of the Vermont Bible Society, 

LEONARD WORCESTER, Secretary. 

Peacham, October $1, 1827. 


N. B. Pursuant to the second of the foregoing 
resolutions, the Directors appointed the following 
gentlemen Agents of the Society in their respec- 
tive counties, with power to appoint such agents 
in the several towns, as they might deem most 
suitable, viz. For Bennington County, Rev. 
Daniel A. Clark ; Windham, Hon. William 
Hall : Rutland, Rev. Fayette Shipherd ; Wind- 
sor, Hon. Charles Marsh; Addison, Rev. Joel 
Fisk; Orange, Rev Charles White; Chitterden, 
Mr. Ezbon Sanford ; Washington, Rev. Ches- 
ter Wright; Caledonia, Rev. Leonard Worces- 
ter: Frankliti, Hon. Horace Janes; Orleans, 
Rev. Jobn Ide; Essex, Rev. Jeremiah Glynes : 
Grand Isle, Hon. Alpheus Hall. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
This noble Institution participates largely in the 
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impulse which of late has been given to Bible ope- 
rutions in this country. Every press is in motion, 
and every effort is making to meet the increasing 
demands upon their Depository. The issue of 
Bibles and Testaments during the first half of the 
present year, reckoning from the Ist of May 
amounted to 52,98 copies; being an increase of 
more than 20,000 above the issues of the same 
months in 1826. The receipts into the treasury, 
during this period, were last year $24,695 ; this 
year, $37,402. Increase, $12,707. 

Such au advance must he turly gratifying to 
every lover ofthe Bible. Yet we are informed, 
and are happy to say it, that if the present excite 
meut in favour of the Bible continues, the Soci 
ety will be compelled to enlarge the House, or 
provide other means for maltiplying copies of the 


Sacred Volume. Would that it might be so;} 


for the signs of the times clearly indicate, that 
enlarged, and still enlarged accommodations will 
be required, for years to come. When the 12. 
000.000 of our own country are supplied, the 
18,000,000 of South and Central America wil! 
urge their presssng claims, Ad when these are 
supplied, the 70,000,000 of Africa, and the 340, 
000,000 of Asia, will rise up and demand that 
Gospet from our hands, which we originally re 
ceived from them. Do we think to leave this 
mighty population to the charge of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society? That Society is the 
glory of the world: and yet, the whole of its 
issues, from its origin to this day, scarcely exceed 
5,000,000 copies. Calculating at this rate, and 
making due allowance for the wear and waste of 
time, at what period of the Christian era will the 
world be supplied ?—when undoubtedly the in- 
crease of families, while this work has been going 
on, has far exceeded the number of copies issued. 
Reader, more is at this moment to be accomplish- 
ed, in order that the world may be supplied with 
Bibles, than was required before the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, or any other Bible Socie- 
ty, was formed! 


BIBLE SOCIETIES, 


In order fully to appreciate the importance of 
these noble institutions, we must learn what they 
have done to supply deficiencies, which existed 
prior to the date of their formation. 

At the commencement of the present century, 
it may be truly said, that the Bible was a scarce 
book. 

Throughout the vast Russian empire, inhabited 
by 40 millions of nominal Christians, it is sup- 
posed thar not more than 6000 copies of the Scrip 
tures had been put in circulation since the Bible 
was first printed, and then in languages unintelli 
gible to the great body of the people. And it has 
been calculated, that if, during this long period of 
300 years, not one copy had been lost or worn out, 
the 6000 copies divided among the ten genera. 
tions which have passed away, since the com. 
mencement of that period, would give but one Bi- 
ble to every 62,000 people, which would be at the 
rate of not much more than one Bible to the whole 
population of Worcester County. Since the es- 
tablishment of Bible Societies, and through their 
influence, this awful deficiency has been in a good 
measure supplied. 

Through the aid and encouragement furnished 





by Bible Societies, the Holy Scriptures have been 
transtated into the Turkish and modern Greek, 
and by this means made accessible and intellhgivle 
ro the numerous popula ion inh ibiting the islands 
and coasts of the Mediterranean sea. 

By the immense labors of Morrsen and others, 
these writings now existin the language «poken by 
the countless multitudes of China.--- The Bible has 
moreover been transtared into almost every dias 
lect of India: so that the various tribes of that in- 
teresting country, embracing a population of 100 
millions of souls, may now hear, every man tn his 
own native tongue the wonderful works of God. 

In France. only 25 vears ago, it is said that the 
Bible could hardly be found in any book store, 
Now. a large and flourishing Bible Society, with 
many anxiliaries, exists in that country, and is dif- 
fusing far and wide its happy influence 

ln Denmark, 120.000 copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and more than 200,000 in Sweden, have 
been put in cirentation within a very few veurs, 

Halfa million of the sacred writings have been 
distributed in Germany by the zealous aud inde- 
faticable labors of a single todividuel, and hea 
Rom mn GC itholic oriest (Dr. Lea ider Van Ess.) 

Along the coasts of Greece, at the island of Mal- 
ta, ia Palestine, and Asia Minor, and even at Con- 
stantinople, the capital of the Turkish kimpire. nu- 
merous copies of the sacred wriings, in various 
languages, have been distributed through the in- 
fluence of Bible Associations. 

It is less than one quarter of a century since the 
British and Foreign Bible Society commenced its 
operations; and it has already printed or aided to 
print the scriptuzes in no less than 142 different 
languages; and has distributed at home and 
abroad, more than four millions of Bibles and Tes- 
taments, having expended for that object more 
than six millions of dollars. 

Nor has the American Bible Society been slow 
to follow the steps of the parent institution. With 
a» income which amounted the last year to more 
than 60,000 dollars, the Society at their last auni- 
versarv in May, had caused to be printed, during 
the year, 76,734 Bibles and Testaments, which, ad- 
ded to the number printed or purchased by the 
Society, since its formation, makes an aggregate 
of 609,636 copies. 

From facts gathered from every quarter of the 
globe, it would appear that as many as six millions 
of copies of the Holy Scriptures have been pur in 
circulation, in nearly 150 languages, since the in- 
stitution of Bible Societies and through Ureir infla- 
ence. 

Who can caleulate the whole amount of good 
which has resulted from this wide circalation of 
the Inspired Volume! What tongue can tell of 
all the victories which this mighty warrior, whose 
name ts called the Word of God. seen in visio) by 
the prophet of Patmos, has achieved! of all the 
rebellious hearts which have been pierced ar | suth- 
dued by the sharp sword that goeth out of his 
mouth, and brought into caplivily te the obedience 
of Christ ! 

Still, after all that has heen done, there exists at 
this moment an alarming deficiency of Bi les in 
foreign countries and in our own land; a deficien- 
cy which must be supplied, if supplied at all, by the 
contributions of the benevolent and pious in the 
more highly favored comm nities. 

What are six millions of Bibles among the eight 
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or nine hundred millions of our species, supposed 
to be living atone time on our globe? Admitting 
tht every copy of the six millions distributed by 
Bible Societies since their formation, were now in 
good preservation, and tha! four times that number 
had been furnished by other means and were still 
in circulation, and that no individual possessed a 
duplicate copy,—what are 30. millions of Bibles 
among 900 millions of souls!--- Rep. Worcester A. 


B. S, 





LAST SAYINGS OF DR. PAYSON. 


One Sabbath morning, which he supposed 
would be his last on earth, the first words he utter- 
ed on awaking, were—* [T am going to mount Z: 
on tothe city of the living God, to the heavenly 
Jernsalem, to an innumerable company of angels” 
&ec. Hebrews xii. 22—24—* Last night I had a 
clear full view of death as the King of terrors ; how 
he comes and crowds the poor sinner to the very 
verge of the precipice of destruction, and then 
pushe: hun down headlong. ButT felt that Thad 
nothing to do with that ; and I loved to sit like an 
infant at the feet of Christ, who has saved me 
from this fate. And vow death was disarmed of 
all its terrors; all be could do would be to touch 
me, and let my soul loose to go to my Saviour.” 

To some visitors, who were living without the 
hope of the gospel, he talked with great earnest. 
ness :— 

»* It has often been said, that people who have 
been into the other world cannot come back to tell 
us what they have seen; but | am so near the eter- 
na) world, that f can see almost as clearly as if | 
were there, and I see enough to satisfy myself at 
least of the truth of religion; so that I do not know 
that [ should feel at all surer, if L had been really 
there. It is always interesting to see people in a 
situation, in which we know we must be shortly 
placed ourselves, and we all know that we must 
die. And to see a poor creature, when, afier an 
alternation of hopes and fears, he fiuds that his 
disease is mortal, and death comes to tear him a. 
way from every thing he loves, and crowds him 
to the very edge of the precipice, and at last 
pushes him down headlong—there he its, cast 
into an unknown world, with no fiend, no 
Saviour to receive him!—O, how different is this 
from the state of a man who is prepared to die ! 
He is not obliged to be crowded reluctantly along ; 
but the other world comes like a great magnet to 
draw him away from this, and he knows that he 
is going to enjoy—and not only knows, but be 
gins to taste it—perfect happiness, forever and ev 
er, forever and ever!—Even now God is in this 
room; 1 see Him—O, how unspeakably glorious 
and lovely does he appear ! worthy of ten thousand 
thousand hearts, if we bad them. He is present, 
and hears me pleading with the creatures whom 
he has made, whom he preserves and loads with 
blessings, to love Him. And, O, how terrible does 
it look to me, to sin against this God to set up 
our wills in opposition to his, to worship and love 
ourselves better than him; and when we awake 
in the morning, instead of thinking, ‘now what 
shali Ido to please my God to day,’ to inquire, 
‘what shall I do to please myself to-day?” Af- 
ter a short pause he continued—“ lt makes my 
blood run cold to think, how inexpressibly miser 
able { should now be without religion—to lie 
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here, and see myself tottering on the verge of 
destruction—O, I should be distracted. And 
when [ see my fellow creatures liable every wo- 
ment to be in this state, IT am in an agony for 
them, that they may save themselves before it be 
too late, When people repent they begin to see 
God’s infinite perfections, how amiable and glo- 
rious he is, and the heart relents and mourns, that 
it has treated him so ungratefully. 

* Suppose we should hear the sound of a man’s 
voice pleading earnestly with some one, but could 
not distinguish the words, and we should inquire, 
What is that yan pleading for so earnestly ?—O, 
he is only pleading with him to love his God, his 
Saviour, bis Benefactor and Preserver—He is 
only pleading with him not to throw away his 
immortal soul, not to pull down everlasting wretch- 
edness upon hisown head. He is only persuading 
iim to avoid everlasting misery, and accept ever- 
lasting happiness. ‘Is it possible,’ we should ex- 
claim, ‘that any persuasion can be necessary for 
this?’ Omy triends, do, do love this glorious 
Being—do seek for the salvation of your immor- 
tal souls.—Hear the voice of your dying minister, 
while he entreats you to care for your souls.” 

We love to linger around the hallowed couch 
of this beloved man of God, and to listen to his 
‘dying notes; and to leave it seems like being 
torn from most endearing attachments. But we 
are admonished to suspend the pleasant employ- 
ment of transferring to our columns these “ ap- 
ples of gold in pictures of silver”—not. because 
the stock is exhafisted, but because a new dispo- 
sttion 1s to be made of them. We are happy to 
announce, and are sure the Christian public will 
be happy to learu, that it is in contemplation to 
publish a series of his Discourses with a sketch of 
his life and character, in which it is desirable that 
these choice sayings should appear in all the 
freshness of new-born thoughts. 


From the Charleston Observer. 
PRESBYTERIANISM. 


I was happy to see announced in your paper of 
the 8th Sept. in your reply to a writer who calls 
himself “ Cosmeopolite,” an imimation, that you 
would letus know something more about Presby- 
terianism, than you had done in any of the previ- 
osus number of your publication. If * Cosmopo- 
lite,” is situated as | am, he may know how to en- 
ter into my feelings. In your city, and in coun- 
try places where you have settled churches, it may 
not be necessary to say any thing explicit on the 
points to which your correspondent refers—but to 
the scattered individuals of our Chureh, who are 
situated like myself, such views or discussions oc- 
casionally given wou'd be useful, not only to our- 
selves but to our neighbours. 

And will you give me leave to inquire whether 
Presbyterians, in the lead which they are found to 
take in all those general institutions, which embody 
different denomitations, and in the activity and 
ardor with which they support them, have not gone 
rather too far in keeping their own distinet features 
out of sight. If they originate, or if they zealous- 
ly and actively prosecute, when devised by others, 
schemes of religious usefulness, in which various 
orthodox sects agree to merge their peculiarities 
and keep them out of sight, is that a reason why 





they should not at some times, and in some way 
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keep, at least in view of their own denomination 
what Presbyterianisin is, and why its professors are 
Presbyterians. Among this class of professors, to 
which I feel myself happy to belong, I do not find 
either in conversation, in books, or in preaching, 
haif that anxiety and assiduity to impress and to 
diffuse their peculiarities, that mark every other 
denomination with which I am acquaimed., Then 
principles are so liberal, that Methodist, Baptist 
and Episcopal Ministers, where they are believed 
to be men of piety and literary competency, have 
free access to their pnipits; and the private 
Cliristians in those several sects have access as 
free to their Communion table. The denomination 
is vot made an objection in either case. To an 
eyual extent, [ have never witnessed a reciprocity 
on the part of these denominations. And this a 
feaiure of our Church, which | confess I peculiar- 
ly admire. Ht is calewlated to make an impression 
on the observing world, that we make a clear and 
habitual distinction between the great matters and 
the minutia of religion—that our alin is more to 
promote the vital principles, the essential features, 
the fundamental doctrines and the exemplary 
pracuce of the gospel, than to be contentious about 
its forms. And f believe also, tnat this very liber- 
ality of Presbyterianiom has given it an advantage 
that will, tn ordinary Cases, cause it to live and 
thrive without the collateral aid of that constant 
and prominent exhibition of its peculiarities, whict) 
1s observable in most, if not all other denomina 
tiows of Orthodox Christians. When I say in or 
dinary cuses, however, I mean to imply, that this 
is wot uuitormly the case, By some, the taciturni. 
ty of Presbyterianism in refereuce to their dis- 
tinclive Characteristics, is construed and even pub 
licly proclaimed into something like a secret con 
sciousuess, that their peculiarities are untenable, 
aud have but a feeble hold even upon their own 
minds. Calvinistic doctrines, for example are as 
sailed, at least in this neighbourhood openly, and 
not uafrequently, while those who maintain these 
doctrines, only now and then bring them prom 
nently forward, contented to dwell on those great 
points, the Trinity, the Deity of the Saviour, Re- 
generation, Atonement, practical holiness, &c.. 
which are common to them with others, So with 
Pedo-baptism. This sysiem is denounced without 
ceremony, and sometimes, I might say without 
inodesty, and certainly with great frequency—and 
yet it is comparatively seldom, thata Presbyterian 
voice is publicly lifted up in its vindication, This | 
have :emarked, not only in other places, when | 
was living ina more Presbyterian atmosphere, but 
in the®ccasional discourses that have been deliv- 
ered by Missionaries or‘travelling ministers in the 
neighbourhood I at present reside in. 

I find, that notwithstanding the establishment of 
that great National Institution, the American 
Tract Society, designed to embrace all denowi- 


nations, there are also established in some parts of 


our country, an Episcopal Tract Society, a Bap- 
tist Tract Society, a Methodist Tract Society. | 
have never heard of a Presbyterian Tract Society, 
and I can honestly say, that | have no special de 

sire to hear of one. Still Lam of opinion, from 
the conversation I have heard, and the observa 

tions L have made, since my residence in this 
neighbourhood, that something onght to be done 
towards furnishing Presbyterians as a body, with 
some small pamphicts or manuals, both for their 
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own confirmation, and for enabling them to recti- 
fy the mistakes, and satisfy the enquiries of oi bers, 
Let them be merely of the explanatory, imstruc- 
tive, defensive kind. T trust’ Presbyterians will 
never find themselves under any necessity to ré- 
sort to the pretence, that they are exclusreely the 
Church of Christ, and upon the exact Apostolic 
model, and so as to unchurch others; though & 
have no doubt, they could make this appear with 
at least as much conclusiveness, as tie prerence 


has been set up by any denomination of our coune 


try, which has ventured to occupy such elevated 
ground. But with respect to such a mode of de- 
fending one’s religious sentiments in the enlight- 
ened period of the 19th century, [hope our Chayeh 
may adopt a sentence which I remember to have 
read in the classics when I was at the grammar 
school, 

“ Non tali auxilio, nec defensoribus istis Tempus 
eget.” 

[‘** The exigency neither requires such aid, nor such 
defence.’’] 

The thoughts T have now reduced to writing, I 
have often revolved in my own mind, but never 
thonght of putting them to paper, till something 
in the Observer of the 8th, suggested the ides of 
throwing them is this form before you—muake 
what use of them your best judgment may dictate, 


A PRESBYTERIAN. 


From the American Sunday School Magazine. 


THE CONTRAST; OR THE INFIDEL 
AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 

The village of was the occasional resi-« 
dence of the most celebrated infidel whom this 
country ever knew. Its delightfal situation on 
the bank of one of our noblest rivers, first allured 
him froin the neighboring city to renovate a Cine 
stitution impaired by vicc rather than age, and 
the benefit derived from one visit, induced hint 
io resort again and agam to the same salubrious 
retré@at. 

Unfortunately for the intiabitants of ———., nd 
presage of approaching evil awakeved thew can- 
tion. The Deist came in the prepossessing gar 
of a patriot. His talents had enabled tim to rene 
der some essential services in the ea:ly days of 
our revolutionary contest, and although he never 
gave the slightest proof that he was actuated by a 
love of his adopted country, or a generons regard 
to the rights of man; he yet shared im the dee 
imonstrations of gratitude which were freely awar- 
ded by a liberated nation. There was even more 
in his case to ensare hint a partial reception. He 
abounded in anecdote,—had a great fund of he. 
mor; aud whenever it was requisite to ob'ain his 
object, he could accommodate himself with pecul- 
iar felicity, tothe varying characters of his assuck- 
ates, and change, with cameleon readiness, 

* From grave to gay, from lively to severe.” 
Such a character would be dangerous in any 
society, and here there were few obstacles to the 
complete ascendancy of its deleterious influence, 
The profane joke and the impious sneer were soon 
followed by vices of broader proportions; the 
violations of the holy rest of the Sabbath and ‘an 
open contempt for the commandments and the 
worship of God. Parents did not, indeed, sys- 
tematically teach their children to despise the 
laws of their Creator, but their example poisoned 
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the: as effectually and more deeply. But we 
canno! dwell on the melancholy exhibition of a 


father leadiig bis offspring into the chambers of 


death The tints of the picture are too dark 
an sowbre to be viewed with steady nerves, 
even by him who perpetrated the unnatural 
dee. d 

We pass to other times The sons now oecupi- 
@! the places oftheir fathers. The Infidel Deis, 
and most of his deluded victims, had alike goue 
to tne dread account. But not so spedily passed 
away the baleful consequences of his example and 
his sophistry. The deadly Sirocco sweeps not 
over the Levant, without marking emphatic tra 
cer of ats visitation. The West India burricane 
leaves vestiges of its progress more intelligible to 
the traveller, than the records of the sufferers — 
But if these terrible scourges in the natural world, 
are of a character more immediately appalling, 
they are not on that account, to be deprecated, 
like the contagation of infidel example. Vege- 
tation quickly revives from the effects of the with- 
ering blast, and the works of art may be speedils 
restored ; but long and bate are the wanderings of 
thos who have resolutely turned their backs upon 
the ordinances of God. 

jv che cootemplation of such a scene, there 
appeared little room for angit else but sympathy 
and sorsow 3; and Christian benevolence examined 
almost with hopeless despondency, the armory, 
which Heaven had furnisheu for her noble enter- 
prizes. The Bible had long been discar'ed, and 
its solenm messages sealed up. Missionaries 
and Tracts presented themselves on an avowed 
errasi, and prejudice, thus forewarned, easily 
barred the avenues to conviction. The Sunday 
School alone remained. Its simple but powerful 
agency waseulisted. Circumstances forbid us to 
recerd, at present, the particulars of the success 
with which it pleased God to crown the attempt. 
Hereafter the story may be told, aud it will then 
appevr, that althongh infideluy may strike its 
routs strong and deep, there ts an antidote ty its 
deadly inufluence, and that autidote is the Sun 
day School. 

= 


THE THEATRE. 


Where is the Theatre that exhibits Abel offer- 
ing an acceptable sacrifice to God ? or that com 
mends and figures to us Noah building an ark, and 
testifying against the wickedness of the world a 
round him ? or Moses delivering a holy law, de 
molishing the image of Egypt, separating from 
the host Koran and his wicked family—urging a 
faithful and pious life as the only way to a happy 
death ? Where do we see on the stage, for the 
edification of men in high office, Solomon con- 
secrating the temple and blessing the peopie ? 
Where the benevolence, and miracles, and truths 
of Jesus Christ 2? Where such a scene as Pente- 
cost—the tender parting of Paul from the elders 
of Ephesus, or his solemn charge to Timothy ? 
Where representations other than mockery of the 
heavenly Jerusalem the tree of life, the river of 
pleasure, angels, and the spirits of the just made 
perfect? Where, to edify the world, a solemn 
and prayerful exhibition of the general resurrec- 
tion and final Judgment ? These are scenes more 
highly dramatic than any that ever entered into 


Quaker and the String. [ Nov. 
vantage, they are no fiction. It seems, however, 
that they are of quite a different element from the 
stage. Were a godly actor to undertake them, 
with the Bible in his hand, and a comely ect of 
accompaniments and characters, the shouts of ap- 
plause wonld cease, and the honse would be in- 
Stantly emptied. 

What reformation in virtue has Shakspeare 
produced, with his masterly characters and obscene 
inuendoes ? Have not the theatres of France de- 
liged that country with immorality 2? Where is 
the good man who has written for the stage, in any 
age or country ? Shall Shakspeare, or Garrick, 





or Walter Scott, drinking punch and singing songs 








from midnight till morn, be regarded the reform- 
ers ofthe 19th century? What better than this 
can be said of the dramatic writers of France and 
modern Italy ? These men may reform manners 
from barbarity to politeness ; but will they reform 
hearts? Where is the more honest man, the 
more affectionate danghter, the more continent 
spouse, the more tender and domestic father, pro- 
duced by such means of improvement alone ? 
{Western Recorder. 


From the Western Recorder. 
THE QUAKER AND THE STRING. 


Mr. Epiror—In a revival amongst the Sen- 
eca Indians, on the C,. reservation, this season, a 
Quaker (Friend) who had been a missionary some 
twenty vears among the Indians on the A———, 
came from the latter to the former place, and said 
—* Thou bringest certain strange things to our 
ears. May we know what this new doctrine, 
whereof thou speakest, is ?” He attended one of 
their conference meetings, and arose and challen- 
ged the Indians to tell him what good their missi- 
onaries had done by coming among them. Que 
man, who had hopefully experienced a change of 
heart a short time previous, and who had formerly 
lived onthe A , arose and seid—* I can tell 
you. They have told me that I am a sinner—a 
thing that you never did whilst I lived on the 
A——. And when I nsed to get drunk, and 
lie in the mud and dirt all wight, you never told 
ine that it was wrong: And if I had lived there 
till this time, I should have been a drunkard, roll- 
ing in my sin.” The Friend then waved the sub- 
ject till after meeting was over, thinking that an- 
swer quite enough for the time being. After mee- 
ting, he entered into conversation with another In- 
dian, who was just hoping in the mercy of God. 
He sxid to the indian 9 dont like your having 
so many meetings—so much praying—so much 
singing. Thisis not good. Now there is a little 
string that goes from the heart of every man up 
to God ; and when he wants to have us talk and 
pray, the Spirit strikes the string, and it trembles 
along down to our soul. So the Spirit moves ; 
then it is right for us to have meetings.” “ Ah !” 
says the Indian, “I not know “bout your stiing. 
Sometimes I go down the creek—fish: I bait 
hook—throw him in water: He sink down—I not 
see him—he swim down in water—by and by he 


‘tremble—I think fish bite—I pull up, but no fish— 


yet he tremble—I think fish bite. Well, I fix 
bait—throw him in ’gain—he sink down—just see 
him—by and by he tremble very hard—I think 
certainly fish bite, or something or other—may be 





the imagination of man; and they have this ad- 


the devil. §o it is, I ’fraid, with your string—I 
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guess devil shake him some times.” The Quake: 
seid bat few words after this—left the people, aad 
returned to his family on the A — 

Several points of application might be given to 
the preceding ; but I leave them to the good sense 


of your readers. AN OBSERVER. 


LAST DAYS OF A POOR AFFLICTED WO- 
MAN. 


We were at a small town on the sea coast, nearly 
a hundred miles north of Dablin, when we were in- 
duced to visit some aged and afflicted females, who 
were rich, though not as to this world. [I wiil de- 
scribe a few particulars respecting one of these visits. 

When we entered, we saw the object of our search 
in one corner of the cabin, lying upon a bed of straw, 
a little raised from the floor. Her appearance for a 
moment struck me with surprise. It was any thing 
but pleasing. He whose ways are unsearchable, had 
seen fit, in his all-wise dispensations of providence, 
to deprive her of sight, and for many years the sun, 
shining in the firmament, had been an object invisi- 
ble to her darkened view. She had been, about 
three years, deprived of the use of her limbs, and 
ever since that time confined to her bed; and now 
the pallid hue of her countenance shewed her at once 
to be an object of deep compassion. But ia this 
emaciated figure we beheld an heir of immortal glo- 
ry '—she, who was almost an outcast from the socie- 
ty of the world, was one of those for whom Jesus 
bled, and whom he had destined to be received at 
last into his own blessed society above! Who then 
should fear poverty or disease, if a partaker of the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge ? 

We drew near her bed, and began to converse 
with her upon matters of everlasting moment. She 
replied to our questions in such a manner as showed 
her to possess a considerable degree of confidence 
respecting fer spiritual state. I am no enemy to a 
holy confidence of soul. It is the privilege of every 
believer, and shews him to be a worthy descendant 
of that illustrious patriarch, who “ staggéred not at 
the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong 
in faith, giving glory to God.” But, there is a pre- 
sumptuous assurance arising from ignorance of dan- 
ger, or total carelessness of religion, the very reverse 
of that “ holy boldness” which is founded on the pro- 
mises of a faithful God. From this presumption | 
wished to find her free. The total depravity of the 
human heart furnished me with a suitable topic on 
which to enlarge ; for even on the bed of death, the 
unconverted sinner is generally prone te cleave to 
that ie which has ruined thousands.—the goodness of 
hisheart. This poor woman, however, acknowledged 
the truth of all that was said upon the subject; and 
still more, confessed it altogether applicable to her- 
self. She was a poor, guilty, unworthy creature, and 
she knew the fact. ‘ Well, then,” said I, anxious to 
search out the very ground of her hope, “ salvation 
is a blessing infinitely valuable; pardon of sin and 
admission to heaven are the greatest favors we can 
ask atthe Lord’s hands; why then should you ex- 
pect blessings such as these? What have you done 
to deserve the Saviour’s love ?” 

Intense feeling was marked on her countenance at 
these inquiries. She raised herself a little upon the 
bed, and with eagerness replied, “ Yes, I have rea- 
son to hope that I shall be saved.”’ 

“Why ?” | demanded ; “ what have you done that 
yon should be saved ? What ground have you to ex- 
pect mercy and pardon from the Lord?” 

“ And why should I not be saved !” she exclaimed, 
‘surely Christ died for sinners, and | know myself 
to be one; why then should I not be saved ?” 

The question was unanswerable ; it went at once 
to my heart. “True,” [ replied, “ Christ died for 
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this to be your character, you have been taught one 
of the most useful lessons. His death is a sufficient 
reason for your hope; and trusting to the merits of 
his death, you can never perish. His blood ‘ cleans- 
eth from all sin’"” Having thus ascertained to my 
own satisfaction that her religion was genuine, | en- 
deavored to administer the consolations of the Gospel 
of peace, and my friend having committed her to 
God in prayer, we left her, to meet no more till the 
day of resurrection. 

But how much had we learnt in this short visit to 
the house of affliction’! Here was one of the Lord’s hid- 
den ones, who, though “rich in faith and heir toe 
kingdom” in another world, was suffering from pov- 
erty, blindness, and disease: a proof that aflliction 
is pot always an evidence of God's displeasure, but 
that “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth”: yet all ap- 
peared to be patience and resignation to the Divine 
will. Such indeed should be the case with every be- 
liever in the hour of trial; and such will be the con- 
duct of every Christian, whose spirit and deportmeot 
agree with the principles he professes. 

Vet, alas ' sometimes even the Lord’s people are 
to be found repining, when the voice of praise should 
be heard from their lips; murmuring under the press- 
ure of those trials, which are sent by a God of love, 
to purify and wean them from the world. How little 
are we able to judge as to what is really conducive 
to our welfare ; and how sinful then mast it be, to re- 
pine beneath the chastening hand of our heavenly Fa- 
ther. Powerfully was I reminded by this poor wo- 
man, of a blind boy, who lately belonged to the Insti- 
tution in Dublin, and who, when dying, assured me 
that he considered it as one of the greatest mercies 
of heaven that he had been deprived of his sight; be- 
cause this was the means the Lord employed to 
bring him under the sound of the Gospel, which was 
now the joy and rejoicing of his soul. So much 
wisdom and truth is there in the beautiful language of 
the poet: 

“Good, when he gives, supremely good, 
Nor less when he denies ; 

E’en crosses, from his sovereign hand, 
Are blessings in disguise.” 


The reasoning of this woman, too, as to the hope 
that was in her, was powerfully convincing. ‘ Jesus 
died for sinners; | know myself to be a sinner; why 
then should I not be saved?” Yes, dear reader, and 
if you have been taught by the Spirit of God your 
own depravity,—if you have been made to fee! your 
need of a Saviour, and are trusting to “‘ the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world,” then 
you are warranted to rejoice in the assurance of Di- 
vine favor. God has said, you “ shall never perish,” 
and sooner shall “‘the great globe itself” dissolve 
and sink in final ruin, than you shall fail of attaining 
everlasting life. You have already “ passed from 
death unto'life ;”’ your faith is an evidence of the fact; 
your life is now “ bid with Christ in God; and when 
Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall you ap 
pear with him in glory.” 

Evevo when we descend into the dark valley of the 
shadow of death, the hope of salvation by a dying 
Saviour is sufficient to cheer our desponding souls, 
Faith plants her foot upon the Rock of ages. Her 
plea, that “ Jesus died for sinners,” is valid, and will 
meet with acceptance before the eternal throne, 
whilst death will at once free the pardoned sinver 
from all his woes, and introduce him to “ the glorious 
liberty of the children of God ”’ 

Venture on Christ all thy hopes of salvation. 
Venture? No; itis not a venture. Depending opon 
the Saviour there is an absolute certyinty of abtain- 
ing pardon, for “ God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begoiten Son, that whosocrer believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 








sinners, for the vilest of sinners; and if you know 


Trust thea in Jesus; walk forth in his ways; and. 
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at length, where he is thou shalt be also. Thy mor- 
tai life shall be “a walk of usefulness ;” thy latter 
end shall be peace : and everlasting glory shall be up- 
on thy head in the world to come. 
A DEPRAVED HUSBAND AND WIFE RE- 
FORMED. 


The following is another of the many instances of 
the vappy eflects produced by the reading of Reli- 
gious ivacts. 

Tbe writer baving been called to visit a poor wo- 
mao, suffering from a disease pronounced incurable 
by a council of physicians, and which, trom its nature, 
was fable every woment to issue in death, found her 
groping in thick moral darkness, ignorant of the 
Way, of salvation by Jesus Cisrist, and wholly uopre- 
pered tyr her great change. He endeavored to 
convince her that she was a lost and ruimed sinner, 

justly exposed to the wrath of God, and liable every 
moment to enter upon the retributions of eternity, 
aud exhoried her to give momediate and carnest at- 
teution to secure the salvation of bei soul. The wo- 
man manifested a desire to be mstructed with regard 
to the means she must use to attam so desiabie au ob- 
ject; bat remarked, that her husband was an awtul- 
ly profane pe:son, and ridiculed every thing that had 
the appearance of religion; that be nad already up 
braided ber, in a most cruel and profane manner, tor 
neglecting the duties she owed her family, which, mn 
consequeuce of her tdisposition and in obedience to 
the positive order of her phy <ician, she was compell- 
ed to do; and that any tmd.cations of seriousness on 
her part would only excite bis indiguation, and ex- 
pose her to sull greater abuse. On iiearmg this, the 
Tract, entitted © The Sweare:’s Prayer,” was lett in 
the room, awd another Tract adapted to the circuim- 
stances o the woman. In a tew days the writer 
again visited this family, and what was the satisiac- 
tion he experienced in fiodimg this poor woman deep- 
ly impressed with a sense of ber wretched condition, 
and asking, with much apparent anxiety, what she 
must do to be saved. She remarked, also, that her 
husband had twice read the Tract intended for him, 
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bed, seemed unmoved by conversation; but, the fol- 
lowing day, after hearing some Tracts read to him, 
was seriously awakened to a sense of his awful dan- 
ger; and, with eyes flowing with tears, desired the 
prayers of those present. Ina few days he bade us 
a last farewell, and is now in eternity. 

A young woman, when relating her experience to 
the Church, stated, that the refusal of a Tract publie- 
ly offered, was the means of fastening convictions on 
her mind. 

Another, who had had some serious impressions, 
and had so far lost them, that she was unwilling to 
receive any further religious instructions, was again 
awakened by the perusal of a Tract, and eventually 
obtained a hope in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

+ Another was presented with the “ Traveller’s Fare- 
well,” and in a few days was hopefully brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, 

These are the benefits of Tracts to individuals. 
,But, what has been their moral influence on our Soci- 
ety? The 30,000 pages distributed by your Board, 
we trust, have been generally read, and some a nuin- 
ber of times over, with profit and delight. We shall 
never regret, on a death-bed, that we expended a few 
shillings in circulating Religious Tracts. Go on then, 
beloved of the Lord, and may the prayers of those 
converted to God, and blessed by Religious Tracts, 
bring down blessings immortal upon your souls. 





NEW PUBLICATION. 
To the Reverend Clergy:— 


The undersigned proposes to commence a Periodi- 
cal Publication, of original plan and character, as 
soon as adequate pledges of supplies shall be obtain- 
ed. The work to bear the following title, or some- 
thing similar, viz: 


The American Pastor’s Journal: or Original 
Skelches of real Characters, Conversations and 
siriking kucts. Furnished Chiefly by Ciener- 
MEN. 


The following imperfect sketch of topics to be em- 














and that his conduct towards her had been changed 
from unmeasured abuse to that of kinduess and sym- 
pathy ; that she had not heard him use any profane | 
language smce be read the fract; and furthermore, 
that, on the Sabbath previous to this conversation, | 
he had, for the fist time in twenty years attended 
upou the faithful preaching of the word of God.—Am. | 
Trae Mag. 


From the Report of the Auxiliary Tract Society of 
Potchogue, Ll. 4. 

Your Board have witnessed the good effects of Re- 
ligicus Tracts iv various instances. Soon after the 
fo: mation of the Tract Societies in this town, a res- 
peeteble ¢ hristian brother arose in a public meeting, 
aod said he had been reproved, enlightened, and 
comforted, in the perusal of these messengers oi 
mercy ; and he thanked God that he had inclined 
the 'earts of his people to form a Tract Society. 

Another, who had professed religion, but had wan- 
dered far away, and had been presented with two or 
three Tracts suited to her case, came forward a few 
weeks afierwards, made confession, and was restored 
to the feliowship and communion of the Church. 

A number of others to whom were given a Tract 





braced, may serve toAllustrate the plan. 

1. Instances of very early piety. 2. Striking re- 
sults of Parental faithfulness, or unfaithfulness; of 
filial respect or disrespect. 3. Cases of individuals 
raised from deep obscurity, or wickedness, to eminent 
usetuluess. 4. Remarkable cases of conviction. 5. 
Cases of great hardness of heart, from resisting con- 
victions. 6. Striking cases of submission and con- 
version to God. 7. Cases of awful relapse into sin. 
8. Cases of strong temptation and trial. 9. Cases of 
strong faith and confidence in God. 10. Peculiarly 
manifest interpositions of Providence, in mercy or 
judgment. 11. Instances of the wrath of man being 
made to praise God. 12. Cases illustrative of the 
influence of piety on the intellectual powers. 13. In- 
stances of extraordinary beneficence or covetousness. 
14. Death bed scenes, of the Christian, the backslider, 
the infidel, the universalist, the profane man, or the 
worldling. 

It is conceived that the very existenee of such a 
Periodical, may be the meaus of leading Clergymen, 
in their pastoral intercourse, to be more observant of 
character, more discriminating in their views of hu- 
man nature, and more disposed to record and rescue 
from oblivion striking conversation and facts. No 


or two, were seriously awakened toa seuse of their; species of knowledge can be more interesting or 


danger; some of whom were made to hope in the | 


more useful, than that thus drawn from real life,—es.- 


Lord, while some retuned to their former course of | pecially from portions of life most intimately connect- 


transgression. 


ed with spiritual and eternal realities. 


If it is all-im- 


Ao inhabitant of this town, who had been in the | portant that masters in surgery and medicine record, 
habitual practice of cutting his firewood on the Sab-| for mutual improvement, and for the benefit of man- 
beth, was presented with a Tract, which produced a| kind, striking cases which occur in their practice; it 


salutary effect. 


cannot, surely, be less important, that those who watch 


A youth, visited by your Secretary while on a sick ' for the life of souls, should preserve similar records. 
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It would seem as though from the daily intercourse of 
several thousand Clergymen, such materials, of the 
character contemplated, may be obtained, as, if well 
condensed and judiciously arranged in an elegant 
Periodical, will not fail to be read with intense and 
general interest. And who can tell, but that God, 
who is rich in wisdom, may thus employ the simplest 
means for oilecting, condensing, and reflecting rays 
oft sacred truth, in the form of practical results, which 
may carry conviction aud saving instruction to un- 


counted millions? sha 
As the work is intended to consist wholly of origin- 


al matter, and that of aspecific character, it is obvi- 
ous that it cannot be commenced, before obtaining 
distinct pledges of goud supplies. And it will be im- 
portant to have a considerable number of communi- 
cations on haod at the commencement, as well as af- 
terwards, that due regard may be had to order in the 
arrangement of subjects, and aw interesting variety 
be presented in every Number. 

It will not be mecessary to publish the names of 
writers, nor of individuals alluded to in communica; 
tious: though in many cases it may be desirable and 
expedient. But in every case the name of the writer, 
or some respectable retereuce for attesting the accu- 
racy of statements, must be furnished to the Editor; 
as be must be responsible to the public for whatever 
may appear in the work. He will moreover think it 
his duty to present Contributors a generous compen- 
sation. 

{. ? Ministers of different Christian denominations, 
disposed to aid in executing the design, are respect- 
fully and affectionately requested fo wrile as soon as 
practwable—either furnishing matter for publication, 
or stating definitely, when and hew much aid may be 
expected. If the work is ably supported by the co-op- 
eration of Clergymen, the Editor does not hesitate to 
say, that he will at least circulate-thousands and tens 
of thousands of copies gratuitously, and thus afford 
Contributors the best of all rewards—the opportu- 
nity of doing extensive good. 

That the blessing of God Almighty may crown the 
enterprise, is the humble prayer of His servant, 

AUSTIN DICKLNSON. 

New-Yous, Nov. 17, 1827. 

Emancipation and T'ransportation of Slaves 
—The Society of Friends in North Carolina have 
semt to Hayti, Africa, and other places, at diffe, ent 
times, several hundred slaves, of those placed in 
their charge by persons in different parts of the 
State : as the laws do not permit their emancipa- 
tion while in the country. By donations for this 
object received from New England, New. York 
aud Great Britain, the Yearly Meeting of Ohio, 
and that of Virginia and Moryland, (the latter ot 
which has lately given $500,) their funds have 
been so far increased, that they willfbe able to free 
and transport about 1000 slaves.— Daily Adv. 


ORDINATIONS. 


Oct. 31, G. W. Bethune, son of the late Divie 
Bethune Esq. was ordained a minister of the gospel 
inthe Presbyterian Church, Pearl street. The Ser- 
mon, from Matthew ix. 38. “ Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth la- 
borers mito his harvest.” ‘The Rev. Mr. Monteith, 
Pastor of the Church, made the Ordination Pray- 
er, and the Rev. R. McCartee delivered the 
Charge. 

October 31, Rev, Mark Tucker was installed, 
by the Presbytery of Troy, as Pastor of the 2d 
Presbyterian Church and Congregation in Troy. 
Rev. Mr. Kennedy, of Whitehall, preached the 
Sermon: Rev. Mr. Rogers, of Sandy Hill, gave 





the charge to the Minister, and Rev. Mr. Lyman, 
of Pittstown, addressed the people. The exerci- 


ses were solemn and appropriate, 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


A School, with some improvements on the plan of 
the celebrated school at Northampton, is to be open- 
ed we understand, the ensuing spring by the Rev. 
Sereno E. Dwight, and his brother, Mr. Henry 
Dwight. 

In addition to high literary attainments, these gen. 
tlemen, have each of them spent considerable time ia 
visiting the great literary Institutions in Europe, and 
are no doubt well qualified to conduct an Institution 
of this kind of the first character. 

The spacious building erecteda few years since, for 
a Steam Boat Hotel, at an expense of between twen- 
ty and thirty thousand dollars, has been purchased 
for the accommodation of the School It is well cal- 
culated for this purpose, delightfully situated at a 
convenient distance from the business part of the 
Harbour, and the full benefit of a healthful sea breeze 
fresh from the Ocean. 

)— 

At a late meeting of the Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, John Adams, Esq. President of 
the Fulton Bank, was elected Treasurer, in the place 
of Wm. W. Woolsey, Esq. resigned. 


AN AWFUL CALAMITY REMOVED. 

At the commencement of the November Term of 
the Circuit Court, in Providence, Judge Story before 
opening the court with prayer, ordered the following 
record to be made. 


“It having been intimated from authority entitled 
to great respect, that the opening of this court with 
the solemnity of prayer, is supposed to be an inter- 
ference with the religious liberty of the citizens of 
Rhode-Island, because it imposes an cbligation upon 
the jurors and others, whose duty it is to attend the 
court, to be present at, and to unite in such solemnity: 
the court desires it to be understood, that it never has 
supposed any such obligation to exist, and that all 
persons are at liberty to withdraw during the solem- 
nity who do not wish to unite iu imploring the Di- 
vine blessing and assistance, in a public manver, on 
this occasion.”’ 

The court was then opened by prayer from the 
Rev Mr. Toby, after which the grand jury was im- 
pannelled, and Judge Story delivered the usual charge 





TEMPERANCE. 


The following resolutions adopted at a late meeting 
of the Virginia Society for the Promotion of Tem- 
perance, ought to be read and put in practice, by eve 
ry individual, 


1. Resolved, That this Society regard the in- 
temperate use of spirituous liquors as the most 
general and the most deadly evil which afflicts our 
land; aud that, in our opinion, it now becomes the 
solemn duty of all the temperate and virtuous 
part of our community to make a united, ration- 
al, vigorous and persevering effort lo arrest its pro- 





gress, 
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to legalize, but to honor crime—to break down 

the barrier which Reason, Truth and Scripture 

have fixed between virtue and vice—and to lay 
the axe at the very root of the T'ree of Liberty 

3. Resolved, That in the estimation of this So- 

ciety, the employment of a drunken servant—a 

drunken mechanic—a drunken schoolmaster, o1 
an intemperate physician, without necessity, and 
merely because such may be obtained, upon cheap 
er terms than such as are sober and indusiri 
ous, is to gratify avarice at the expense of moral 
principle—is to exercise and indulge a narrow 
selfish disposition, ‘in tle place of that heaven 
born benevolence which consults the good. of the 
whole community. 

4. Resolved, That we esteem it a good rule and 
worthy of universal observance, for every minister, 

when called to preach a funeral sermon to let it be 
distinctly understood, as a condition, that no spirit 
uous liqnor be used on the occasion. 

5. Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
female part of the community to discountenance 
and frown from their social circles all young men 
who are freqnentiy known to be in a state of in- 
toxication, and to look with suspicion upon such 
as are fond of strong drink. 

6. Resolved, That we view, with the deepest 
regret, the erroneous conduct of those parents who 
train up their children to the regular, habitual use 
of strong drink. The wisest of men hath said: 
“ Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Ii 
dhis be ue asa general rule, when children, are 
trained to sobriety, industry and piety ; how machi 
more may those parents, who train up their child- 
ren, by precept and example, to believe, that the 
habitual use of strong drink is essential to then 
health and comfort, expect that the habit will b: 
come second nalure; that the chains put on in in 
fancy, and worn with ease and without suspicion, 
to manhood, will, in old age, if not before, bind 
the victims to infamy and death. 

7. Resolved, That we recommend to all young 
ministers, who desire that their instructions and 
warnings against the sin of drunkenness may have 
the desired effect, to abstain altogether from the 
use of spirituous liquors. 


THE SABBATH. 


Ata mecting of the Classis of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, lately held at Hopewell, N. ¥. the following 
Resolutions were unanimously adopted.— 


Resolved, That this Classis do hereby, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, warn all those over whom 
the Holy Ghost hath made then overseers, agains’ 
the increasing evil of the Profanation of the 
Lord's cay. 

Resolved, That they hereby bear their testimo 
ny against the practice of Professing Christians 
setting out on journies of business or pleasure a: 
such times on Saturdays as that a portion of the 
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2. Resolved, Thot in the opinion of this Socie- 
ty, toelect a drunkard, vither to make laws, or, to 
execute them, when made, is, virtually, not only 


FNoy. 
that they hereby reeommend to all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, residing within their bounds, 
iIways to give the preference, (other things being 
equal,) to such Steam Boats, other vessels and 
public conveyances of every kind, as are not em- 
ployed in the transportation of goods or passengers 
on the Lord’s day. 

Resolved, That it be particularly enjoined upon 

the several Consistories of this Classis, at the 
Censura Morum, held previous to every commun- 
ion, to make particular inquiry from every meim- 
ber, whether since the last communion season, he 
has known of any instance of a public violation 
of the Sabbath, by any professing Christian, who 
is subject to the jurisdiction of such Consistory, 
and that the Consistory be directed to be faithful 
in disciplining members who offend. 
Resolved, That all the ministers belonging to 
this Classis, be directed to preach a sermon on the 
yroper observance of the Lord’s day, on the first 
Sabbath in March, or as soon thereafier as may 
be; and that an appointment be made by the 
Classis of some meuber to preach on the subject 
in those congregations within our bounds, which 
have not settleed Pastors. 





For the Keligious Intelligencer. 
INFANT BAPTISM.—No. 3. 





Before I proceed to exhibit to the reader my rea- 
sons for the belief of Infant Baptism, | would adver- 
tise him from what source I shall derive these reasons. 
[t is my purpose, in imitation of Paul, to reason out 
of the scriptures. And by *‘ the seriptures’’ I would 
inform him that I mean the whole Bible, beginning 
with Genesis and ending with the Revelation; com- 
prising the writmgs called the Old and New Testa- 
ments. As there are some who when treating ov this 
subject, cali the first part of the Bible an old statute 
book, which they speak of as now obsolete ; and re- 
present all the regard paid to Moses as of the nature 
of opposition to Christ, and the fruitful source of con- 
fusion and every evil work, I feel myself constrained 
to clear up the character of this part of the word of 
God. In doing this, I desire to ascribe rig!:teousness 
to the Ged of the scriptures, and to promote the god- 
ly edifying of all his friends. 

As to the inspiration of the Old Testament. includ- 
ing all its parts, it can be proved to Chrislians, with 
greater ease than the inspiration of the New, in all 
its parts. The reason is simply this: The Old Testa- 
ment scriptures were not only all written, but also col- 
lected together, before the advent of Christ; who 
gave his testimony to the inspiration and exceliency 
of the whole book, without excepting against any 
part of it. He abundantly referred to it as sufficient 
proof of the truth of what he taught, and declared 
that the scripture could not be broken, or fail of prov- 
ing itself to be true. He required the Jews to search 
the scriptures, and told some of them, that they erred 
by not knowing the scriptures. Now Christians must 
all have such confidence in their Saviour, asto feel 
perfectly satisfied as to the authority of those writings, 
whose inspiration He has so fully asserted. 

There were no other scriptures, besides those of 


the Old Testament, then in existence, when it was 
testified by one of the saats, ‘‘ Every word of God is 
pure;’ aod by another, ‘‘ Thy word is very pure; 


’ 





‘Lord’s day must thus be employed in travelling ;| 
that they bear their testimony against the too gen- 
eral practice of vessels, exnployed on our rivers, | 
selting sail at such time on Saturday a®.that a 
portion of the Lord’s day in employing inthe 





therefore thy servant loveth it.’ 
| vored servant, who is styled a man after God’s own 
| heart, lived at a period when but a smaller part 
of the Old Testament scriptures were written 
yet he appeared pot only to be convinced of their 

. trath, but to be charmed with their excellency. 
transportation of articles for sale to market; and! eompared them to a lamp, which helps the benighted 
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traveller to find his way; to cownsellors, who advise 
us in difficult emergences ; to gold on account of its 
great value, and to the honey-comb on account of its 
sweetness. Io that long Psalm, which contains 176 
verses, there is scarcely one of them that does not, 
in some way, express his high esteem for those por- 
tions of the revealed will of God, with which the 
Church was then favored. The prophet Jeremiah, 
with no other inspired writings than such as are con- 
tained in the Old Testament, says to God, “ ‘Ihy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.’ 

The scriptures of the Old Testament are represent- 
ed as not only precious, but also efficacious and pow- 
erful in their influence. There were no other inspir- 
ed writings in existence when David said, “ The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul,’ and when 
in the book of Jeremiah, the Lord demands, * Is not 
my word like as a fire; and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces ?”’ And when Christ pray- 
ed for his disciples, “ Sanctify them through thy 
truth; thy word is truth.” The holy scriptures, which 
Timothy ‘had known from his childhood, and which 
Paul declared were able to make him wise unto sal- 
vation, were undoubtedly the scriptures of the Old 
Testament. Conversions were never more sound ; 
nor was greater grace ever witnessed in the compa- 
ny of believers, than in that period which immediate- 
ly succeeded the ascension of our Lord: and this was 
previous to the writing of any part of the New Tes- 
tament. 

Some may be ready to acknowledge, that the Old 
Testament was to be esteemed and regarded as the 
rale of faith and practice, while there were no other in- 
spired writings, but think it is now superseded by the 
New Testament, and therefore no longer to be reter- 
red to as an authority. But what, lask, should lead 
to the adoption of such a sentiment? Does the Old 
Testament predict its own abolition? The reverse of 
this appears to be established by such declarations as 
these: “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven.” ‘‘Concerning thy testimonies, | have known 
of old, that thou hast founded them for ever,” “ Thy 
word is true from the beginning; and every one of 
thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.”” As the 
Old Testament did not predict its own dissolution, so 
neither does the New declare it as being accomplish- 
ed. The New Testament does not intimate that we 
are now to cease to read the Old; or that we are to 
cease to read it as the word of God. I believe it has 
been a general sentiment, (and certainly it is one jn 
which I concur,) that the curse, placed at the end of 
the last book in the Bible, expressive of the divine dis- 
pleasure against the man who should take away from 
the words of the book, was intended by the spirit of 
inspiration to apply not only to that particular book, 
but also to the whole of the sacred volumes, of which 
that book was designed to be the close. 

The sacred volume would be manifestly defective 
without the Old Testament. Here we have the most 
particular account of the creation of the world; of 
man’s original character and state, of his temptation 
and apostacy. In this part of the Bible we have the 
first institution of marriage; and though the institu- 
tion is recognized in the Gospels and the Epistles, we 
are still indebted to the writings of Moses for the 
knowledge of our duty in regard to those restrictions 
which are designed to prevent incestuous connexions ; 
which restrictions, it is universally conceded, are in 
force under the present dispeusation. The weckly 
Sabbath, which is of such vital importance to the 
honor of God and the interests of religion, was not 
instituted.by Christ or his apostles. They honored 
the institution; and from the New Testament scrip- 
tures | think it can be inferred that the day of its ob- 
servance is changed; but still a perusal of the Old 
Testament is of great use to make us better acquaint- 
ed wit h the appropriate duties, and also with the pro- 
fanations of the holy day. The duty of parents, to 
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give their children religious instruction is certainly 
of great importance under the present dispensation ; 
and yet there is nota tenth part as much said con- 
cerning this duty in the New, as in the Old Testament. 
Had God designed the New Testament to supersede 
the Old, this great diflerence would not have been 
found. In those ancient scriptures there is much 
more said concerning the influence which the parent's 
character has on that of the child. This influence, 
both as to good and evil, is recognized in one of the 
commands of the moral law, and therefore ought to 
be considered as extending to all the generations of 
men. To be ignorant of a matter of such high im- 
portance, would be attended with dangerous conse- 
quences ; and therefore the Old Testament should not 
be laid aside as useless. 

The book of Psalms, which isa part of the Old 
Testament, was maniiestly designed to give us a last- 
ing example of the pure nature and sweet consola- 
tions of experimental religion under severe trials; and 
also to help furnish the Church with sacred songs for 
her worship unto the end of time. The inspired max- 
ims, which are contained in the book of Proverbs, are 
as true and necessary now as ever. Indeed the whole 
of the Old Testament is still of use to the Church. 
All this scripture we are assured was given by inspir- 
ation of God, and is profitable. It helps, in connex- 
ion with the New Testament, to make the man of 
God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. 

There are a few passages which, it is possible, some 
may think amount to proof, that the writings of the 
New have set aside those of the Old Testament. The 
following are probably some of the most prominent 
of this class. Heb. vii. 12. “ For the priesthood be- 
ing changed, there is made of necessity a change al- 
so of the laws;” and viii. 13. “Now that which de. 
cayeth and waxeth old, is ready to vanish away.” 
Gal. iii. 24, 26, ‘Wherefore the law was our 
school-master, to bring us unto Christ, that wa 
might be justified by faith, but after faith is come we 
are no longer under a school-master."” 2 Cor. iii. 13, 
“That the children of Israel could not steadfastly 
look to the end of that which is abolished.” These 
passages, when examined in their several connexions, 
and when compared one with another, prove clearly, 
that the typical institutions are abolished by the in- 
carnation and sacrifice of Christ, their great Anti- 
type—that the Levitical priesthood being changed, 
there is of necessity an end of those rites which 
could be performed only by the sons of Levi~—that 
the moral law, although very glorious, is exceeded in 
glory by the Gospel of the grace of God—that the 
law, considered as the covenant of works, ceases to 
hold in a state of condemnation such as have availed 
themselves of the promises contained in the covenant 
of grace—and that the new dispensation of the cov 
enant of grace is superior to the Old. But neither of 
these passages can be understood to teach that the 
Old Testament scriptures are set aside by those of 
the New Testament. ‘They are still a part of the 
werd of God; a part of the scriptures which we are 
to search, to Jearn what to believe concerning God, 
and what duty God requires of man. Even the book 
of Leviticus, which is chiefly taken up with typical 
institutions, is still to be read as the word of God; 
and is still profitable for doctrine. This book helps 
us understand the Epistle to the Hebrews, as that 
Epistle helps us understand this book. They unite 
their testimony in teaching us, that sin cannot be 
atoned by the sinver himself—that without the shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission of sins—and that 
this must be the blood of a victim which has no moral 
blemish. 

Christians on both sides of the baptismal question, 
read the whole Bible as the inspired word of Gor 
and the ministers of both sides take their texts anc 





draw their proofs from the whole Bible. And is it nos 
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& common thing for Anti-pedo-baptist, as well as Pe- 


do baptist authors, who write on any of the doctrines 
of revelation; or on experimental religion; or on 
that which relates to practical subjects in general ; to 
avail themselves of all the light which is reflected by 
both Testaments? Surely whatever can be proved by 
the whole scriptures, both those which were written 
before, and those which have been written since the 
coming of Christ, must be worthy of our belief. 
Should I, iu attending to this subject, make any 
improper use of the scriptures of either Testament, | 
am willing it should be pointed out; for J well know 
that as far as I speak not according to these, it will 
prove my commupications to be destitute of light. | 
would here give notice to the readers of the Intelli- 
gencer, that, such are the numerous avocations of the 
writer of these essays, they must not expect to see 
them in an uninterrupted succession. They will have 
the more time to compare what they shall read, with 
the whole word of God, and the more time to pray 
that all needed help may be graciously afforded to 
their servant in the Gospel. Isaac. 


——— ee 


To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 
RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS. 

Sir,—I recollect that when I saw the first number 
of your paper, some years since, | was niuch pleased 
with it; and felt anxious that religious papers might 
be generally circulated throughout our country. | 
fm thankfal that I have lived to see an extensive dif- 
fusion of religious intelligeuce, through the medium 
of periodical papers. I think there are a great many 
more religious papers published at the present time, 
than there were at the commencement of your paper. 
The reading of such publications has been rendered | 
a great blessing to my soul. Much time is spent in 
reading, to but little purpose, for the want of atteo- 
tion. But the expectation of receiving a weekly pa- 
per, bas a tendency te excite an interest which fixes 
the attention of the reader, and makes a more lasting 
impression than any other reading. 

‘The Christian sometimes feels like Elijah, when he 
lamented the low state of the cause of God, and the 
death of the prophets, and exclaimed “1, even I, only 
am left, and they seek my life to take it away.” 
Perhaps the good man’s lot is cast in one of the waste 
places of Zion—perhaps he hears the holy name of 
his God profaned,—and sees the sacred sabbath vio- 
lated by needless labor or foolish diversions. He 
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I hope that your readers will not fail to thank God 
for religious intelligence, and for the Vehicles which 
bis providence hath prepared to Convey it to his chil- 
dren. And may all who have access to such journals, 
recollect that for this, as well as all other privileges 
they must give an account atthe great day. And may 
all who write for these publications, write with cheir 
eyes fixed on eternity. G, 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE DRUNKARD AN OBJECT OF PITY. 


Perhaps we all have those around us who are hab- 
ituated to the vice of intemperance. We look upon 
them with abhorrence, and we earnestly desire that 
we may never walk in their steps. All this is right; 
but should we not join pity with these feelings? We 
are commanded to do unto others as we would have 
them dotous. Now if_we knew that at some future 
time, we should become drunkards; what should we 
now wish that others would do for us then? Should 
we not wish them to warn, intreat, and expostulate 
with us continually? Let us think on the measures 
others might take for our recovery—let us ponder the 
subject in our minds, till we ascertain what would 
be their duty to us; and let us never rest till we have 
gone and done likewise. Let not the intemperate 
think I mean to extenuate their guilt which is awful 
and great. May the Lord take their guilt away and 
give them the cup of salvation. G. 

——-— —_——— 

Licvivals of Religion. 
In Bridgewater, Oveida county, (says the Western 
Recorder,) the good work holds on its progress, and 
is truly powerful; and we are happy to add. that in 
Utica, where there is so much of spiritual sloth and 
conformity to the world—so much insensibility to the 
heart-rending situation of sinners, and apparent un- 
concern about the spiritual interests of the church— 
even in Utica, there have been a few second instances 
of hopeful conversion. 
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We learn verbally, that the work in New-Hamp- 
shire continues its progress ; that it has not yet decli- 
ned in Portsmouth: Also, that at Plainfield, Mass., 
forty were to make profession of their faith in Christ 
last Sabbath week> and at Stephentown, the same 
day, fifty five, most of whom are head of families. 





sees the card-table, the ball-room, the theatre, and the 
grog-shop thronged by multitudes of his fellow-men ; 
while few come to the place appointed for prayer. 

He heats the merry and licentious song, but the 
songs of Zion seldom echo from the hills around him, 
and he is ready to conclude that righteousness is 
about to forsake the earth aud leave it to the posses- 
sion of sin and Satan. Eveu his own family, led 
away by the example of the wicked, and the corrup- 
tions of their own hearts, slight his admonitions and 
prayers, and urge their way, with the ungodly throng, 
inthe path to ruin. Pensive and lonely, he weeps in 
secret places; the syn seems to shine dimly on the 
fields, avd the holy man looks forward to the day of 
his departure, with melancholy fears that his house 
wii] then be no longer a house of prayer, nora place 
where God shall delight to dwell. 

But lo! the religious paper arrives: he takes it up, 
aud perhaps the first article which meets his eye, is 
an account of a revival ina place which for years had 
beew as the valley of the shadow of death. It may 
be, that the next piece which he reads is concerning 
the awakening of a thoughtless son in answer to the 
prayers of a pious parent. The good wan reads and 
weeps; then clasping his hands together, he lifts his 
eyes to heaven, and exclaims ‘‘ Perhaps we shall see 
the merciful power of God displayed in this wicked 
place, and in my thoughtless family.” Thus he is 
encouraged to go on trusting in the Lord. 








received. 
it: and commence with some account of the recent 


revival in this place. 


The Troy Review says, under the head of Stephen- 
town— 

“From a high source of information, we learn that 
the number of conversions there, is greater than the 
whole number that has been in the babit of attending 
meeting in that congregation for two years past. Ma- 
ny or most of the cases of conviction under the preach- 
ing of the word, bave been overwhelming, and the 
conversions sudden. In many instances, sinners nave 
heen brought to rejoice in Christ, during the same 
meeting in which they received their first convic- 
tions.” 


We hear of the most cheering indications in many - 
places at the south. 
ten to be gracious 


Surely the Lord hath not forgot- 


REVIVAL IN THE CHOCTAW NATION. 
The following heart-stirring letter has been kindly 


communicated to us for publication, by Rev. R. Cush- 
man. of Manlius, who received it from his brother at 
Mayhew, under date of September 5th, 1827: 


Dear Brotaer,—Your’s of July 17th, was duly 
I embrace the first opportunity to answer 


About the Ist of January last, brother David 


Wright and myself had occasion to go to Bethel, te 
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settle some difficulties which affected the mission. We 
succeeded in our object, beyond our most sanguine 
expectations. We telt that God was with us. On 
our return, I told the brethren at Mayhew, that [ was 
satisfied | heard a “ sound in the tops of the mulberry 
trees,” and-it was time for us to “ bestir ourselves.” 
Some of the brethren and sisters seemed to awake as 
from a jong sleep. Soon we began to hear the inqui- 
rv—‘* What shall we do to be saved?”’ Our meet- 
ings in a little time became solemn as eternity. God 
was with us in very deed. The revival continued 
for several months with very little abatement; and 
some of the time resembling the scene on the day of 
Pentecost. Eight have united with the church, one 
of them a full blood Chectaw, and one a half-breed 
Several others, among whom are two Indian boys, 
give good evidence of a change of heart. At Tik- 
hun-na village, an aged Choctaw has hopefully pass- 
ed from death unto life Many in that village are 
still inquiring the way of life. 

In the Chickasaw nation, serious attention to reli- 
gion has prevailed for six or eight months. Before 
the present revival, the church at Monroe contained 
more than twenty native members. About that num- 
ber are expected soon to be added ; making in all 40 
native members of that church. “ The Lord reign- 
eth, let the earth rejoice.” The work still goes on in 
that nation. Schools and all worldly concerns are 
thrown entirely into the back ground by the mission- 
aries there; and the coaversion of the souls of the 
heathen is the grand object. 

The revival at Mayhew was attended with many 
circumstances particularly interesting. To mention 
them all would fill a small volume. The case of Mr. 
N. is worthy of special notice. He is a native of Ire- 
land, and educated a Roman Catholic. He has been 
noted for his wickedness. We hired him as a labor- 
er, soon after the revival commenced, not knowing 
his character. He was soon affected with a deep 
sense of his guilt—became so much distressed as to 
request the prayers of the church in a special manner 
on the Lord’s day—publicly confessing himself to be 
a most wicked avd wretched man. In a few days af- 
ter this, he grieved the Holy Spirit; cast off fear ; his 
convictions left him; he was more hardened than ev- 
er; expressed deep regret that he had desired the 
church to pray for him; said he was determined to 
pay no attention to religion; and come what would, 
he should live as he had done. He resolved to leave 
the place, to be out of the way of such things, and 
appointed the next morning to depart. In the even- 
ing, Brother H. who had often eonversed with him 
with no apparent effect, went to his room, and spoke 
to him in a most impressive and solemn manner, but 
with no more effect than before. He seemed to be 
given over to hardness and blindness. On leaving 
him, however, Brother H., on his way to my room, 
said to a person whom he passed, with much empha- 
sis—‘ The Lord can bring down thal man.” After 
mentioning his case to me, we called up Brother G., 
who had retired for the night, and we all united in 
prayer for the wretched man. We felt that God was 
with us. While we were on our knees, the Spirit re- 
turned with increased power upon the guilty man. 
Those who were with him at the time, say his agony 
was indescribable—his horror of conscience was un- 
speakably awful. He was almost literally struck to 
the floor. In this state he continued through the 
night, until just as the sun arose. That sun shone on 
a new world to him. I met him at breakfast time, 
coming from the grove. Not knowing that any 
change had taken place in him, I spoke to him, and 
was going to adapt my remarks to one who had re- 
sisted the Holy Spirit. He interrupted me, by ex- 
claiming with his hands raised towards heaven—“ [ 

am the man.” After & moment——“ And oh, the infi- 
nite love and compassion of God, to have mercy on 
sych an abominable wretch as | am,” and burst into 
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tears. By this time [ was speechless, and melted as 
wellas he. During that day, and several succeeding 
days, his soul seemed filled with wonder and aston- 
ishment, at the goodness of God, and the condescen- 
sion of Jesus; while of himself his views were most 
abasing. Of him it can be truly said—* Old things 
are passed away ; behold all things are become new." 
His daily walk has ever since been marked with hu- 
mility. 

O, my dear brother, could [ see you, | would tell 
you many most interesting particulars respecting 
others of thir establishment, the scholars, and my own 
dear children. My soul is overwhelmed, and utter- 
ance fails me, and ever has, when I reflect upon the 
mercy of God in regard to my own dear family. L. 
and A., one 12, the other 10 years of age, are natu- 
rally amiable and lovely. I have, in days past, felt 
all the tenderness of parental fondness and partiatity 
towards them. But O, what think you are my feel- 
ings now, asl hawe reason to believe they are the 
children of God, and that the image of our divine 
Lord and Master is instamped upon their souls, and 
that they are the Lambs of the blessed fold. Often 
when I have heard them talking the language of Ca- 
naan, and their little faces illuminated with the rays 
of the Star of Bethlehem, my soul has melted within 
me. At such times language is moekery. 1 can only 
feel. 

Some of the brethren here have been baptised with 
the Holy Ghost. They say their views of Divine 
truth and the glory of God, so far exceed any thing 
they have ever before experienced, that they almost 
doubt their former religious experience. Brother B. 
and D. W. appear full of the Holy Ghost. Brother 
H. is like gold seven times purified. He has beew 
for several months past in the Chickasaw nation, go- 
ing from house to house and place to place, declaring 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. O, how glorious 
is a refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 

My dear brother, one year ago, | had no idea that I 
should ever experience, this side of heaven, what I 
have since felt. 1 can find nothing in the experimen- 
tal writings or religious expeiience of Edwards or 
Brainerd, but what | am conscious has been the clear 
and voluntary exercise of my own mind. O free 
grace, O redeeming love' Who can comprehend the 
height, and depth, and length and breadth, of the 
love of Christ? What would I give to see you? 
What would I give to see dear brother R. and sistes 
W.? I trust I shall see you all in heaven 

l expect soon to become located in a village ten 
miles from here. It is at the request of Capt. R. F., 
brother of D. F., who is well known as a friend to 
the missionaries. [| intend to establish a s@hool. 
There are twenty or thirty families near, who can 
send their children, clothe them, and board them at 
home. \recently had a talk with the parents. After 
stating other things, | told them I wanted to come 
and be one with them; to live with them, and die 
with them, and go to heaven with them; a prepara- 
tion for which was the object of all the improvnment 
I wished to see among them ; and it was the only ob- 
ject for which I left my native land, and for which I 
was willing to spend my life with them. They appear- 
ed highly satisfied with the propositions made them. 
But they are only wicked heathen. On such there can 
be but little dependence. Our part is to labor among 
them, according to our ability,agreeably to the pattern 
God has given us, trusting wholly to God for success. 
When | reflect wpon inyself, my situation, my em- 
ployment, and what God has done for me, unworthy 
as | ain, my heart is full. Could I see you, I would 
tell you much that I cannot write. I would tell you 
of the dangerous sickness of our little H. last spring, 
and of my feelings on the occasion. The child was 
brought to the very brink of the grave. But God 
was merciful ; and | do think | was then taught wha 








true faith is: Yours forever 
CALVIN CUSHMAN. 
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Moont Zion,—Sumter Dist. S. C. 


The Rev. Joh» Harrington, in a letter, to the Ed- 
itor of the Charleston Observer, after describ 
ing the depressed state of Religion in Mount 
Ziow the last year, adds :— 
Things continued much the same during the 

winter; and when our Presbytery met in the 
spring, it Was found that this colduess was general 
A ye | of fasting, humiliation and prayer, was 
therefore appointed, with special Reference to the 
state of our churches. When I returned home, 
Lurged the subject on my people with earnestness 
and I believe the fact was strictly observed by the 
congregation. The Sabbath following our session 
had appointed for a communion season, and only 
one was added to our number ; yet it was a solemn 
day. From this time a change for good com 
menced ; the people of God began to ery in ear- 
nest (o Him for aid, and sinners began to see and 
feel their guiltand misery. The anxious look and 
falling tear gave evidence that the Lord was at 
Work. 

The favourable signs continued gradually to in- 
crease, until a few weeks back, when these gentle 
dews were changed to a shower of divine grace, 
aud we have enjoyed some of the inost solemn and 
precious seasons [ ever witnessed. At some times 
the whole of a crowded audience have been ba:h 
ed in tears, and many brought to inquire : “What 
shall I do to be saved ?”—On last Sabbath we had 
a communion season ; on the Friday previous 
nearly the whole congregation met encamped 9n 
the ground until Monday. The audience was nu 
merous, untiring, and serious. Many of our Min. 
istering bretivren, of different denominations, were 
with us, and the word of life was faithfully preach- 
ed. 

On Sabbath morning, 67 were added to the 
communion of the church, on a public profession 
of their faith; after which the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper was adimuistered to a large number 
of deeply affected communicants. Many who 
came from a distance to see what these things 
meant, we have reasun to hope, have returned to 
their homes inquiring after the way oflife. The 
parting scene on Monday cannot be described. 
The work has been attended with no bodily exer. 
cisesor noise, beyond the sobs of the weeping. 
The convictions have been generally deep and 
agonizing, but of short duration—deliverances 
clear and satisfactory ; the subjects have been 
mostly youth from 13 to 25, but some middle aged 
and even old persons have been brought in. 

The good work is extensive in this district a- 
mong our Methodist and Baptist brethren ; but I 
have not the facts to enable me to give you par 
ticulars. Truly the Lord has done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad. To his merciful 
name be all the praise and glory, amen and amen. 


Bridgeton, N. J.—An interesting attention ex- 
ists in this place. On the 14th of October, 15 
persons were admitted to the church, of whom 10 
were young men between 13 and 17 years of age. 
At the previous communion, 15 were added and 
many more under anxious concern. 


—__ 


The Reinforcement.—The sbip Parthian men- 





Revivals.— Conference of Churches. 
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noon of Saturday the 4th. At that time our mis- 
sionary friends bade adieu to their native shores, 
and shaped their course for the islands of the Pa- 
cific, which are so ready to receive Jehovah’s law. 
Many prayers will daily ascend, for divine protec- 
tion on the deep, and for their success among 
the heathen. 





CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES. 


Conference of the Evangelical Congregationai 
Churches of Boston and the vicinity. 


The first semi-annual meeting of this Confer- 
ence, was held in Boston, Nov. 9, 1826. The sec- 
ond at Newton, May 2, 1827. The third in Bos. 
ton, Nov. 8, 1827. 

The first meeting was productive of much good, 
as appeared by the reports made at the second, 
and the reports of the third meeting are still more 
cheering, and call for humble praise to God. 
Nineteen churches are connected with this Con- 
ference. — 

Of these, four have been organized since the 
last meeting of the conference, and are yet with- 
out pastors, viz. Salem and Pine-sireet, Boston ; 
and the churches in Brighton and Cambridge- 
port. 

One other is vacant, viz. that in South Bosten, 
But there is a prospect of the speedy settlement of 
‘the Rev. J. H Fairchild, as pastor over this 
church, 

The other churches have pastors, and enjoy the 
usual means of grace. The state of Bible Ciasses, 
Bible Lectures, Sabbath Schools, prayer meetings, 
and benevolent associations of various kinds, is 
encouraging. 

In estimating the state of the evangelical chuich- 
es, represented at this conference, we are to look 
at the operations of the Holy Spirit, in giving pow- 
er to the truth, not only as exhibited in revivals, 
but as exerted in producing holy enterprise among 
Christians, and in rectifying public sentiment. 
Viewing the subject in this light, there is every 
thing to encourage, and nothing to dishearten the 
friends of Christ. 

For the union existing among ministers and 
churches, we shagld render unceasing thanks to 
God. Great additions have also been made to the 
churches, indicating the powerful operation and 
continued presence of the Holy Spirit. 

The fact that two new churches have been or- 
ganized in Boston, with so much unanimity of feel- 
ing among all the churches, and that two houses of 
worship are now nearly completed for their recep- 
tion, is another pleasing indication of the present 
agency of the Holy Spirit. For although we 
should deeply feel our deficiencies, as it regards 
faith, and self-denial, and benevolence, when we 
look at the example of our Saviour, yet we should 
not thank God as we ought, did we not gratefully 
acknowledge, that had it not been for him, we 
should have looked in vain for that liberality, and 
faith, and self denial, which have been manifested 
by the churches during the progress of this enter- 
prise. What are we, O God, that we should be 
able to offer so willingly after this sort. For all 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we giv- 
en thee. ‘The formation of the new churches at 
Cambridge port, and Brighton, also indicates the 
powerful agency of God; for, cast the eye back, 





tioned in our paper of the 2nd inst. as about leav 
ing this harbor, did not Gnally sail wll the after- 


and see what was the aspect of those fields but a 
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short time since, and we may well exclaim, * what 
hath God wrought ” 

Nor should we in estimating the power of mor 
al causes overlook changes in public sentiment ; 
for this, though incapable of numerical calculation, 
is the greatest of all moral powers, independent of 
the agency of the Holy Spirit; and even he works 
by this. 

Is there then no advance in this respect among 
the friends of evangelical truth ? When was there 
ever nioie courage, and less wavering, since the 
days when the enemy came in to lay waste the 
heritage of God?) And, although we ‘know that 
great moral power is still arrayed against the trath, 
yet when has there ever been more inquiry among 
the thinking part of the community, and less ease 
among the friends of error? Who that is accus- 
tomed to notice the signs of a consciousness of 4 
declining cause, can mistake the import of that 
bitterness, and invective, and even falsehool. 
which more and more abound? Are men ever 
angry because of prosperity. Or does the cause 
of truth lean on pillars of falsehood? ‘The Bible 
explains this phenomenon. Then were they io 
great fear, for God is in the generation of the right 
eous. 

We desire not to indulge vain glory. We de- 
serve nothing. Let God alone be praised. Bur 
how can we praise him for his mighty deeds ifthey 
are not rehearsed and appreciaied? We know 
that what is common, ceases almost to attract #0 
tice, or to excite gratitude. And we fear lest the 
very greatness and frequency of our mercies should 
in this case, lead us to withhold from God, the 
tribute of grateful praise which he so richly de 
serves; for sure we are, that the records of the 
past, since God begau the present work of grace, 
exhibit a succession of divine tierpositions in be- 
half of our churches altogether unparalleled, in our 
experience. And if we do not praise our Saviour 
as he thus comes among us in triumph, even the 
stones of the street will cy out. 

As it regards the future, we should look to God 
alone. But without faith, it is impossible to please 
him. And surely there is in God, and in the past 
course of his providence, ample ground for faith. 
We need fear nothing but pride; and its invariable 
attendants, ingratitude, and a disposition to rest 
from labor when enough has been done to satisfy 
a desire of reputation, or to remove the fear of dan 
ger. Ifany have labored from such motives, they 
will find themselves strongly vemp'ed to relax 
their efforts, and to rest in self complaisant satis- 
faction. 

Bat those who labor for Christ, and for the re 
deimption of sounis, will thank God and take cou 
age, and humbié themselves under the mighty 
haod of God, that he may exalt them. They will 
see that we need, as much, and more than ever, 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. And, as humility 
and a sense of our wants increase, so will the ful- 
ness of God arise before the mind, and faith aud 
effort, unceasing effort will result. Let us not 
tempt God, nor limit the Holy Que of Israel.— 
Nothing is too great for him to bestow, nothing too 
great for us to ask, if we are clothed with humili- 
ty, and ask it in the vame of Christ. Let us pras 
without ceasing, that this work may advance, til! 
the victory of truth is complete, and the whole ci- 
y = country shall become as the garden of the 
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The exercises of the afternoon were deeply in- 
teresting, and we trust profitable. We would par- 
ticularly notice, in closing, that a vote was passed 
to take up a contribution at every mecting of this 
confer 2nce, in behalfof the Massachusetts Domes- 
tic Missionary Society.—A collection was taken 
up, of course without previous potice; yet it @x- 
ceeded $80. We hope that all other conferences 
in the State, will perceive the desirableness of such 
a measure. The strong ought always to help the 
weak; but especially when they meet to comimem- 
orate the gifts of God to them, should they imitate 
his diffusive benevolence. 

A vote was also passed, recommending the spee- 
dy adoption of special measures in the several 
churches, to produce by the divine blessing, great- 
ex interest and activity in promoting a revival of 
religion. It ought so be remembered that the 
prayer of faith is the prayer of action.—Ree. § Tel. 





The Monthly Concert in Boston.—The last 
Monday week was the ninth anniversary of the 
commencement of that meeting, by the union of 
the evangelical churches. The collections> for 
the last year amounted to $969; making $7,050 
inthe 9 years. Mr. Evarts stated, that this Con- 
certhad long contributed more than any other in 
the country ; but that for five mouths past, one 
other had gone before it. During that time, the 
Moathly Concert in three churches in Rochester, 
N. Y. had produced $600.—1b. 


John Harvard, first Benefactor of Harvard U- 
niversity.—It isin contemplation to erect a sim- 
plenonument to the memory of Harvard—the 
tomb-stone of that venerable clergyman having 
been destroyed among others which were on the 
hurying-ground hill, while Charlestown was oc- 
eupied by the British in the Revolution. 


Obituary. 
DIED—In this city Mr. Peter Chatterton aged 40; 


on the 12th inst. Thomas, son of Mr. Jobn H. Phoebus, 
aged 18 months; on the 13th, Mrs. Philena Davenport, 
aged 40. 

A: Northfield, on the Ist inst. Mrs. Hannah Humis- 
ton, aged 81, and Mrs. Abigal Turner, aged 68: for 
which there was not a blood relation to attend the funeral 
of either. 

At Canterbury, Mr. Jedediah Brown, a revolutionary 
pensioner, 

At Griswold, Hezekiah Boardman, Esq. aged 72 

At Norwich, Miss Emily Doane, aged 15. 

Ai Plainfield, Widow Bridget Andros, aged 74. 

A: East-Hartford, Mrs. Rhoda W. Burbidge, wife 
of Lieut. Charles Burbidge, aged 43; Joseph Trear, 
E | aged 64. 

At Warehouse Point, Maj. Joe! Holkins, aged 69. 

A: Durham, Mrs. Bridg: t Hart, relict of Lieut. Sam- 
vel Hart, aged 93, 

At Middietown, Mr. James Clark, aged 54; Mr. Sam- 
uel Bow, aged 77. 

At Stratiord, Mr. Joha E. Coe, aged G0; Mis. Mary 
Jane Williams, wife of Mr. Norval Williams, aged 18. 

In Jackson, (Missouri,) Col. Stephen Ranney, aged 67, 
a native of Connecticut 

At Utica, N.Y. Mre. Jerusha H. Borge, wife of the 
Rev. Caleb Burge late of Glastenbury, Connecticut, aged 
3d. 

At Oxford, Chenango co. N. ¥. Mr. Thomas Cole, 
aged 92, a native of Windham county, in this State. He 
has left a widow, aged 90 years, with whom he lived 71 
years. 

' AtGuilford, Vt. John Noves, Esq. aged 8%. He was 
a native of Connecticut, and settled in Guilford wn 1775. 
—Also, at Guilford, Mrs, Elizabeth Noyes, wife of Jot» 
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Noyes, Esq. aged 79. 
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_@ihis remembrance. The Holy Spirit is not there, 


Poetry—Compassion.— Theatres.—Have I come to this 2 [ Noy. 





arrested in his wicked career by the arm of jnstice, 
and about to repay the penalty of the law for his 
crimes, while comparing his advantages with his pres- 
ent circumstances. Indeed, he may weil say, “have I 
come to this ?” 


BY ROBERT S&S. COFFIN. Th 
; ie , ‘ is is not altogether an imaginary case. It so 
Ou! I marked her blue eye ; it was humid and bright, happened that the writer of aie: present when 


> . ? 

And poe a were more gentle than evening’s last ney a ee 2g of our State spas 
Bot the Shek that che cave. s . . ng the number was a young man o 
Ke tien dealt on yt ha of * trp to | oP i about the age of 24, of good appearance and well 
gion in death. dressed. On going into the prison, he involuntarily 

exclaimed. “* Have I come to this ?",—Alas_ too late 
to avoid the punishment justly due him for his crimes. 
What instructions such a scéne, and such language 
jare calculated to afford to youth. It should teach 
them to obey the first command with promise ; to hon- 
or their parents; to avoid vain company; andiua 
word, to remember their Creator iw the days of their 
On the cheek of the wanderer, though cold as the | youth. And to a parent who possesses a deep inter- 
snow, est in the welfare of a son just entering upon the 
Her life-breathing lips she with gentleness laid ; scene of active life, who knows the evil propensities of 
Again ‘twas illumined with health’s ruddy glow, the natural heart, and the exposures of youth to the 
Again o'er his features serenity played. snares of the world, a scene like this must occasion a 
degree of anxious solicitude, lest on some future day 
Compassion, I hail thee. thou first born of Heaven! | he may have occasion to hear from that son, the mel- 
For thou lov’st in the breast of the minstrel to | ancholy reflection, ‘* Have I come to this ?”---N. H. 

dwell; Republican. 
And whene’er from thy home by rude hands thou art 
driven, 
May his heart be thy pillow, his bosom thy cell. 


Woetrv. 
COMPASSION. 








To her quick-heaving bosom an orphan she prest, 
While the soft stream of sympathy stole from her 
eye, 
And her accents were soothing as words of the blest, 
Spenking peace to the soul from the azure-arched 
sky. 








MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


A Missionary Association of Gentlemen, has recent- 
ly been organized in Mount Carmel, Hamden, auxil- 
iary to the Western District Auxiliary Society of 
New-Haven County. The following is a list of the 
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THEATRES. 


The tendency of the theatre to dissipate all serious 
thoughts, will, I presume, not be denied. Nothing 
like the solemnity of another world is found within its | 
polluted tabernacles. God is not there, except to | officers for the present missionary year, commencing 
witness its evil deeds and to record them in the book | on the 4th October. 











unless it be to whisper throngh the conscience of the Mr. Lyman Goodyear, President. 


sinner—arise and depart, for this place is polluted. “Ezra Dickerman, Vice President. 
No one carries with him the spirit of prayer; no one * Arba Dickerman, Secretary. 
returns with it to his family and closet.*« Who then, “ Jesse Ives, Treasurer. 
that loves his Saviour and the souls of men, will pre- 
gume to countenance or vindicate the amusements of 
the theatre? Who does not confess, that, viewed in | Bradley, Parsons Ives, Amos Peck, Jr. Collectors. 
the light of the gospel, it is to say the least, a scene of 
peculiar temptation and hazard? And what Chris- 
tian, let me ask, can attend, and yet reconcile his OBITUARY. 
conduct with such Scriptures as these:—** Watch and 
pray that ye enter not into temptation’—“ Abstain Diep —On Monday last, of a consumption, Mr. 
from all appearance of evil’’—*‘ Wherefore come out | Cuartes Ives, aged 20 years, son of Dr. Eli Ives, 
from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not | Professor in the Medical Institution in this city.---- 
the unclean thing’—‘‘ Let no corrupt cOmmunica- , 
tion proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good 
to the use of edifying’ —‘ Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God” —“ Have no fellowship with the uofruitful | manly and ingenuous heart—the death of this 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them"’—* Be | young man has visited with grief and regret all 
ye therefore partakers not with them, for ye were | wig knew him. The funeral exercises were perform- 
sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord ; : : 
walk as children of the light.” Asarn. ed on Wednesday at the North Church; where his 
ogptoaune relatives and friends were afforded such consolation 
HAVE I COME TO THIS? as may be had from an expression of the sympathies 


of a numerous procession of citizens, and members of 


Messrs. Russel Ives, Amos W. Sandford, David 


Having nearly completed his preparation for the 
profession of Medicine, possessed of fine talents, a 


How painful ust be the reflections of a young 
man whe has enjoyed thé privileges of society, mora! the Medical and Academical Colleges, his fellows by 
instractions, aad faithful admonition, to find himself! age and pursuit. _ 


———_—_—_--——— 
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